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Condition apd Cepacity of Route 12, North Vietnam to Iacs

Route 12, which extends about 250 kilometers (k) from Ha Tinh, Noarth
Vietnam (N 18920', E 105°54') through the Mu Gila Pass to Thekhek, Iaos
(¥ 170247, B 1040has )y is far the most part a feir weather road motcrable
by trucks during the dry season, but subject to serious detericration dur-
ing the wet semson, Mey to September or October. Route 12 can be roughly
divided into three gections: North Vietnmm; the Mu Gia Pesg and eastern
leos; and western lacs. The North Vietnsm eand western Laos sections appear
to be in fair to good condition. It is probadle that these sectlons have
‘been improved or at least maintained in useable condition for trucks in
the dry sesson. The central section of route 12, however, is believed to
be in fair to poor condition with the worst road conditioms in the area
of the Mu Gia Pass. This section, which wes not wotorable by trucks in
1959, has been improved to eallow scme truck traffic.

The overall capacity of route 12% is about 4O trucks each way per day
(EWPD)** in the &ry season. The cepacity is negiigible, however, during
the wel seamson. The North Vietnem section from Ha Tinh to Beil Diph, ap-
proximately 15 km from the North Vietnem-Laos border, is &t least a single
lane earth road with a capacity of 200 trucks EWPD*¥¥* in the dry season
and about 25 trucks EWFDW¥%¥% in the wet semson. The Mu Gia FPasseeastern
iaos section is probadbly & fair weether motorable track with & cepacity
of 40 trucks EWPD" in the dry season and negligible capscity during the
wet sesson. Route 12 in the westarn portion of leos-~from approximately 50
to 60 km west of the North Vietnam-laos border to Thakhek--is & gingle
lane earth road with s capecity of about 190 trucks EWPD*Y 4n the dry see-
son end negligible capecity In the wet geason.

¥ The characteristics of route 12 were derived from a variety of sowrces.
Baged on this information ss estimate wes made of the number of vehicles
thet the route could cerry each way per day. An average vehicle loed of 2.7
metric tons was used to obtmin the spproximate tonnages thet could be moved
on this route.
**%  Approximately 100 tons IEWFD.
#%  pApproximetely 550 tons EWFD.
¥¥%%%  Approximetely TO tons EWFD.
+ Approximately 100 tons EWFD.
++  Approximately 500 tons EWPD.
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